Walk 8 - Jay - Abcott - Hopton Castle (11% miles)
South Shropshire

By Mike Starr 2" edition 2010

Starts flat through the water meadows of the river Clun (impassable after heavy rain), then finishes with Hopton Wood
and a few short climbs

Turn L out of the Baron of Beef and walk along the road for ¥ mile until you reach the church. Turn L and walk down the
footpath by the river Redlake until you reach the Sitwell Arms public house. Go across the road onto the dirt track
opposite, and follow this through two kissing gates into the meadow beyond. Go to the far end of this field to a gate,
then bear half R to the second stile and cross the railway.
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Point A

Turn L after the stile and walk along the edge of the field by the railway. Don't go through the gap at the end of field, but
turn R and pass under the power line until you reach the corner of the field by the end of the wood. Above you is a stile
partly obscured by a tree.

Cross the stile and head for the far L corner of the next field, and another stile. Continue along the edge of the next field,
past a brick barn, and climb the fence in the corner (by a white bridge over the river Redlake) to reach a lane.

Point B

Turn L over the bridge and follow the lane for about % mile all the way through the hamlet of Adley Moor and onto the
common the other side, where it becomes a dirt track. On the far side of the common is a house, to the R of which is a
gate beneath a large oak tree. Go through this gate and cross the field to an imposing wooden footbridge, then cross
the next field to a distinct clump of tall trees.

Point C
Turn L onto a farm track and cross the bridge. This takes you through the tiny hamlet of Jay. After two gates and a very
tidy garden, you come to a T-junction. Turn R here and look out for a fingerpost on your L about 60 yds further on.
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Point D

On either side are large water meadows, although the river Clun is still about ¥ mile away. Nevertheless, in very wet
weather the river bursts its banks, and if you were standing by this fingerpost, water could be lapping over your boots!
You'd be looking at a lake as far as the eye could see, and for the next part of your walk you would need a canoe (see
photograph)!

Go through the gate and across the meadow, to where the hedgeline and treeline meet by the brook. Cross the stile and
maintain your direction for %5 mile past a series of stiles and gates until you come to a tree-covered motte, close to the
river Clun. To your left is the imposing Broadward Hall.

Point E

Skirt the motte and cross the meadow, aiming for the stile in line with the house opposite. Turn R onto the road, cross
the bridge, and then turn L. Walk along the bottom of the field by the river. Don’t go up the hill, but cross two stiles to
enter somebody’s garden. This garden is testimony to what can be achieved with patience, a ride-on lawnmower and a
keen gardener.

Pick your way through the bottom of the garden and pass below the house. A wooden seat invites you to “tarry a while”
whilst affording a cracking view of the river and the hills beyond. In fact, take a good look at the biggest of the distant
wooded hills, as this is where you'll be in about 5 miles time. Locate the stile and kissing gate at the far side of the
garden. You now briefly follow the river for about 50 yards to where it meanders L, and your path continues straight
ahead along the top of a field to a stile and a road.

Point F
Turn L at the road and after a few paces keep R through two kissing gates onto a sloping meadow. Bear half L and
head for the gate in the distant hedgerow, aiming midway between the house on the L and the clump of trees on the R.

Turn L after this gate and then go immediately through the next. Walk down alongside the garden of the house on your
L to a wooden gate at the bottom, which leads onto a driveway and down to the road. Go through the gate directly
opposite, and head for the dog-friendly stile behind the shed at the bottom of the field.

If you're on track, you should now find the river Clun on your L once more, and you will be ploughing through the lush
vegetation on its bank. There soon follows another stile and a natty footbridge, from where you walk parallel to the road
and straight across the next field. About %sthe way across, look out for a small waymark post on your L (may be
obscured by nettles), as this directs you to a footbridge over the river Clun.

As you leave the bridge, bear half L and walk uphill to the large clump of trees at the top. Pass through the trees and a
small wood, before emerging onto the road via a kissing gate.

Point G
Turn R and walk along the road for about ¥2 mile as it drops down towards Clungunford. At the bend in the road turn L,
signposted Abcott and Twitchen.

At this point is Rocke Cottage, open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily (except Mon and Tues) for traditional cream teas and light
lunches (tel: 01588 660631).

Continue up the side road for about ¥ mile, as it curves first L and then goes gently uphill past some houses. Just
before the railway bridge turn L into a farmyard.

Point H

Go over the stile, through a gate, and follow the hedgeline round to your R through another gate and cross over the
railway line. Bear half L and head towards the L-hand end of a line of trees in the far hedgerow. Cross the stile and
head towards the big hill in front of you. As you approach the lone tree more or less ahead of you, pass the end of a
hedge on your R and the path bears half R. Follow the marked path across the field and over a stile.

Skirt round the field corner on your R, then follow the hedgeline to a stile, 60 yds

past a large tree. Cross two stiles and walk up through a garden, past some polytunnels. Another stile takes you into the
neighbouring field and up to a road.

Point |

Climb up the impressive stone steps opposite, into a sloping meadow. Take a rising traverse up the slope and head for
the gap between the two woods above. Good views of the Clun valley and the surrounding hills begin to open up on
your L.

Go through the gate in the field corner and turn R over the stile at the end of the wood. Head towards the hill opposite,
across the sloping field. This brings you to a waymark post and a track, which you follow down to a road.

Point J
Turn R and walk % mile into the village of Hopton Castle (see footnote).

You will pass the turn-offs for Bedstone and Twitchen, as well as some lovely old timber-framed houses, before
reaching a telephone box. Shortly afterwards are some white railings where the road narrows. Carry on past these and
continue for about 80 yards past the houses on your L to a small gate in the hedgerow on your L, opposite the entrance
to Upper House Farm.

Point K
Enter the field and aim for the L-hand of the two gates facing you. Go through this and the next field to a further gate.
On your left is the ruin of Hopton Castle, from which the village derives its name (see historical footnote below). You are
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now faced with a stiff pull up the hill ahead, to a stile in the top L corner by the wood. The stile takes you into Hopton
Wood, where you turn L onto a forest track.

Point L

The track winds its way steadily uphill through the wood for %2 mile, with occasional fine views of the distant hills to your
L. Eventually the track levels out and you come to a fork, where you bear L opposite some horrendous bike jumps and
start your descent.

Stick to this track for another % mile, ignoring any mountain bike tracks. Watch out for another path joining from the L
(by mountain bike sign 32). The path swings R here, and about 150 yards after this junction, turn L by mountain bike
sign 36. Follow the grassy path downhill and go through the gate at the bottom.

Point M

There is no visible path for the next %2 mile, so great care is needed to find the correct route. Walk straight up the hill
ahead and down the other side to a gate in the far L corner, just to the R of a large oak tree. Go through the gate and
bear half R across the field, towards two gates. Don't go through the gates, but turn sharp R in front of them and drop
down to the corner of the field.

Point N

Turn R in front of a narrow fenced-off area before the wood, and then walk downhill to the bottom corner of the field.
Just before the bottom, enter the enclosure by climbing over a stile on your L, then walk up about 20 yds and cross
another stile. Bear half R and drop down towards a large yew tree. Continue past, keeping the tree on your R, and
steeply down a grassy bank to where a rather indistinct path crosses it. Bear L onto this path as it descends and
crosses the stream in the valley below.

Point O

A short boggy stretch leads you to a gate below Pool Cottage and a track up to a road. Turn R and walk 45 yds along
the road, to cross a stile in the hedgerow on your L. Go steeply uphill and cross the stile ahead of you. Walk across an
undulating field, keeping close to the wire fence on your R, until you can see Mynd Farm on your L. Then bear half L
across the field to a stile in the far L corner, close to the farm. Turn L onto a grassy track and follow it a short distance to
a road junction, where you turn R.

Point P

Walk along this road and turn L through two gates in front of a house. Drop down the grassy slope, towards the stile by
a lone tree, via a surprise kissing gate. Once over the stile proceed uphill, aiming for another stile to the L of an obvious
gate (L of a pink house). A final stile takes you onto a road, and is in line with a large oak tree. Turn L at the road and
walk up to the T-junction.

Point Q

Take the gate ahead of you, and walk down the field with the hedgerow close to your R. Bucknell is laid out before you
in the valley below. In the bottom R-hand corner go through a gap, and pass through a wooden gate into the next field.
Keeping close to the L-hand edge, walk down this field to a waymarked post. Behind the large oak tree in the corner a
short muddy track drops steeply down to a gate, through which you exit onto Dog Kennel Lane.

Turn R and follow the road round to a road junction by a telephone box. Turning R again here takes you back to the pub
in 350 yards.

Hopton Castle — a historical note

Dating from the 13" century, it was built by Walter de Hopton, replacing an earlier 11" century bailey. It is notorious for
the siege of 1644 during the Civil War. Thirty soldiers led by the Parliamentarian John Moore, held out for three weeks
against five hundred soldiers led by the Royalist Sir Michael Woodhouse. Eventually a deal was struck, whereby the
castle was surrendered to the Royalists in exchange for the lives of the garrison. However, the victors reneged and
every man was cruelly butchered, except for Moore, who was later used to force the surrender of Brampton Bryan
castle. Hopton Castle fell into disrepair in the early 18" century and has been the subject of recent preservation, thanks
to a lottery grant. A “Time Team” dig in 2009 uncovered various ruins, but failed to find any evidence of a mass grave.

Footnote : The reserve contains one of a number of buildings owned by the Vincent Wildlife Trust, whose aim is to
protect endangered mammals in the UK (e.g. otter, dormouse, polecat, pine marten and bats). The cottage here is a
summer roost for Greater and Lesser Horseshoe bats. Even if you don't see them, please remember they are very
sensitive to any disturbance.

Acknowledgements: Ordnance survey maps reproduced courtesy of Shropshire Council. The majority of the footpaths
covered have been the subject of major refurbishment by the Shropshire Countryside Access Team They have been
subsequently maintained and improved by Bucknell Volunteer Footpath (P3) group (chairman Mike Starr).

This information is given in good faith and is believed to be correct at the time of publishing. No responsibility is
accepted for errors or omissions, or for any loss or injury howsoever caused. It would greatly help in any revision of this
booklet if you could e-mail any problems you encounter when walking these routes to the author at
michael.starr2@btopenworld.com.
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